Operative complications of tracheoesophageal puncture.
Tracheoesophageal puncture is not a complex procedure; nevertheless, significant complications are possible. In the last four years we have performed this procedure in 47 patients. Seven of them (15%) sustained significant complications related to the procedure. These included three cases of mediastinitis and sepsis, although surgical drainage was not required. Three other patients developed cellulitis of the trachea and root of the neck, centered around the tract through the party wall; one patient suffered a fracture of the cervical spine. Eight lesser complications also occurred. Tracheoesophageal puncture's simplicity and effectiveness surpass those of any other surgical procedure for voice restoration. However, our experience demonstrates that, as with any operation, the technique may be associated with significant operative complications.